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sir, from axJL. 366 

1, inelosure 1 h«n item extracted fro* copy nuaber 4 of ** Arrant 'trout'* 
issued bjr the Corps :*>*rd. 

2* This it brought to tht attention of 45-7C to an itea of information 
pertinent to tho paekaj^ng of new .ir*y , security -gooey oqu£:iaent, which eight b* 
intended for use in the early phases of an airborne assault. 
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Packaging for Airborne and t&r-^rot) jfafcgrtjJL 

a. -lith the deaign of faster and larger transport aircraft, tha possi- 
bility of initiating an operation and supplying the combat bases 
fron an air head instead of a beach head, are inproving* Ouch an 
operation would require the dropping of considerable Signal equip- 
ment of a delicate nature. In tarld ~ar 11 all services were re- 
quired to transport material to an air-drop deoot to receive special 
packaging and processing prior to an air-eupply mission. Jus to 

the great quantity of material involved in a large scale supply drop, 
considerable time would be required for such processing, Prepacking 
of air-drop material is therefore indicated. 

b. the Signal Corps has this problem of devising rapid and officiant 
s»ane of packing delicate Signal equipment for air drop. It may 
be possible to prepare aueh equipment in ite normal containers by 
use of a standard met bed of packing, or specially developed con- 
tainers In atiloh delicate material may be placed. For items to be 
transported by air, emphasis is plaoed on weight limitations. How* 
ever, due to the rough treatment afforded equipment incident to 

air drop, much equipment will require protection even above that re- 
quired when It ie to be transported by normal methods. In soma eases, 
such additional protection may be had only at the cost of increased 
weight of the peekaging. Constant emphasis should be placed upon the 
Improvement of packaging, because damage to 31gnal equipment incident 
to air-drop or deterioration (through improper protection) after 
being dropped might result in interruption of communications just 
when they were moat important, 

e. Tha Department of the Air Force is carrying on the research and 
development for air-drop packaging at Trlght-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Dayton, Ohio. 
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